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Since the beginning of my teaching career, keeping children 
safe has always been a concern.  As an administrator, my 
concern is heightened.  With the advance of social media 
and other means of communication, incidents of bullying 
and cyber bullying are on the increase.  At McGraw, the 
Health and Safety team is addressing those issues.  We have 
discussed the implementation of a bullying rubric with clear 
consequences for each offence of bullying done by a      
student.  The team is examining the issue of bullying, how 
we can help students learn how to handle bullying, and 
when the rubric can be implemented. 
The Health and Safety team has also been examining the 
safety issues at the elementary school at dismissal time and 
when students arrive to school.  The team is examining the 
current flow of traffic.  At its next meeting, the team will be 
trying to come up with some solutions to help make the 
traffic flow better and safer for adults and students.  In the 
meantime, we would ask that you notice some new signs 
that will be in place to help direct traffic going in and out of 
the elementary school. 
Parking in general can be a problem when special school 
functions are happening at both the high school and the 
elementary school.  If you attended the Thanksgiving Day 
lunch at the elementary school, we piloted a new system to 
help ease the parking issues.  I want to thank the elementary 
teachers for cooperating with us in parking on Bennett 
Street.  This freed parking spaces at the elementary school 
for those of you who attended the turkey luncheon.  And on 
another note, this is just a reminder that if you are attending 
any event at either school, handicapped parking is for the 
handicapped.  Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 

On a last note, budget season is just 
around the corner.  As the board and I 
begin discussions of how to build a 
budget, I have analyzed much data of 
McGraw’s past budgets and others in the 
state.  Though costs of running our school 
have increased, McGraw has continued to 
produce budgets over the past years with 
small tax increases.   We hope to continue 
that pattern but as the state continues to 
cut state aid, the poorest districts continue 
to take the biggest hit.   

In fact, the state is considering cutting state aid to us 
in January once the new governor takes office; that is 
state aid that the current McGraw budget budgeted 
for.  The state also cut a percentage of state aid from 
our budget last fall which also was included in this 
year’s budget.  In the future, they are planning to keep 
state aid at a flat level, even though they continue to 
require mandates they aren’t willing to pay for.  The 
state continues to pass on those costs to school       
districts. 
In addition, there is much talk about a tax cap.  I    
recognize that the citizens of our state are paying 
many taxes but it is difficult to cap what poor school 
districts can raise for revenue.  When we can’t control 
costs such as salaries, health insurance, retirement 
contributions and utilities, it is time to look at a     
different model.   I believe it is time for the state to 
look at how they fund public education.  Until they 
do, I would encourage you to stay informed and attend 
any budget meetings we have.  As a new                
superintendent, I would appreciate your input and 
advice as we move forward in tough economic times.   
Please note the budget calendar has been placed in this 
newsletter. 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
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News and Notes from the  
McGraw Board of Education 

  
MCS District Goals Update 2010 - 2011 

 
Traditionally the administrators and board members have developed yearly goals for the 
district. This process typically begins in the spring with their introduction in the fall at the 
start of the new school year. The board knew that the process for this year would be       
delayed as we wanted to have the new superintendant in place and part of the                
development process. As we began to define critical goals and objectives, it became clear 
that we needed to allow Mrs. Curcio time to build relationships with staff, become familiar 
with processes and procedures. Currently, school districts are in the early stages of many 
changes coming from SED, not all clearly defined. This was enough for us to recognize 
that developing goals at this point would not be in our best interest. The administrators and 
board truly believe in the importance of having goals to help drive the educational system 
which supports the positive development of our students. The board values choosing and 
implementing goals that clearly impact the success of all students and our district.   
 
Although we don’t have goals defined for 2010-2011, please be assured that many new 
initiatives are taking place to move the district forward. Throughout the remainder of this 
school year, the board will develop a set of goals for the 2011-2012 school year. Time will 
provide opportunity to build relationships, gain clarity and identify improvement areas.  
 

In the near future, the board will have their goals identified, communicated, and be         
prepared to implement by the end of this school year.  

 

           Budget Calendar 2011-12    

March 3, 2011   2011-12 draft budget presented to the Board of Education 

April 7, 2011   Proposed budget approved by Board of Education 

April 18, 2011   Deadline for Board of Education candidate petitions—2 seats open 

April 22-May 11, 2011 Absentee Ballots (ballot must be mailed not earlier than 30 days or 
    later than 7 days prior to election day) 

May 10, 2011   Public Hearing 

May 11, 2011   Budget Notice mailed to voters 

May 17, 2011   Annual Meeting and Budget Vote 
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Guidance Department News 
Contact number: 836-3610 

Seniors:  Class of 2011 
      Steps to applying to colleges/financial aid 

College applications should be sent to prospective colleges by late December.  If you intend to apply and have not 
yet come to the Guidance Office, please make an appointment with Mrs. Walter. 
Once you have applied to college request a copy of your high school transcript from the Guidance Office to be 
mailed to the prospective colleges. 
View potential scholarships of the colleges to which you have applied but also be sure to look in the Scholarship 
book in the Guidance Office. To find more scholarships available take one of the scholarship website lists from the 
book.   
All colleges have different financial aid deadlines.  Find out financial aid deadlines. 
In order to receive any financial assistance parents and students must complete the Free Application for Federal  
Student Aid (FAFSA) form after January 1, 2011.  The information on the FAFSA is used to generate grants,     
college scholarships, and financial awards.  Therefore to be eligible complete the FAFSA at the following website:  
www.fafsa.ed.gov .   

 
Juniors: Class of 2012 
        College Entrance Exams 
        Most four year colleges require a student to take a college entrance exam to be considered for college admission.  
        These college entrance exams are known as the SAT and ACT exams. Students in their Junior year are encouraged 

to take the SAT and/or the ACT. These exams are offered in the Spring and Fall with specific registration        
deadlines. If you are a student with a disability see Mrs. Walter as soon as possible regarding your future plans and 
the necessity of  taking either of these exams. Most students take the exam in the Spring of their Junior year to  
enable them to retake an exam if the student chooses to in the Fall to improve their score. The website of           
prospective colleges will have the information whether the college accepts SAT and/or ACT scores for admission.  
Mrs. Walter will be discussing the differences between the SAT and ACT with Juniors.  The SAT exam schedule, 
fee, and registration are located at www.collegeboard.com and the ACT exam schedule, fee, and registration are 
located at www.actstudent.org  

         Fees for tests are waived for regular registration deadlines for students with free/reduced lunch. Go to the            
Guidance Office for more information.  

  
      Scheduling for 2011-12 

Classroom presentations regarding scheduling for next year will begin in January.  Students will be given             
information regarding required and elective courses.  Parents are encouraged to discuss course selections with their 
students.  Students in grades 8-11 (11th graders first) will be meeting with Mrs. Walter to choose course selections 
for next year.  If you would like to attend your student’s meeting with Mrs. Walter please call the Guidance Office 
to arrange a time.   
 
8th Grade Parent Night is Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
Parents and eighth grade students are strongly encouraged to come to the Eighth Grade Parent Night at the high 
school on February 9, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school.  Learn the graduation requirements expected of 9th   
graders who will be entering high school in September 2011.  
 
 
  

There will be public presentation on January 18 at 7:00 
p.m. in the high school auditorium regarding: 
 

· the continuation of the building project which 
will resume this summer 

 
· 2011-12 preliminary budget information 
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From the Desk of the Elementary Principal 
 

Hats Off at the Elementary School! 
Hats Off to Elementary Students! 

 
Yes, we take our hats off in the elementary 
building, but we are taking our hats off to       
students to show respect and salute good deeds. 
The Character Education committee met in     
October and chose the theme H.A.T.S. Its       
acronym stands for Helping All to Succeed. How 
does taking off hats help students succeed? 
Staff members catch students being good and 
write out the observed behavior on one of a    
variety of hat cut-outs. 
These are read over the P.A. system, at the All 
School Morning Meetings, and displayed in  
hallways. The observable behaviors include   
specific character traits we actively emphasize or 
any trait worthy of recognition. One might     
receive “hats off” for helping a friend, holding a 
door, tidying our school, or accomplishing an 
academic task or behavioral goal. 
 
More and more hats are coming off! Students are 
mirroring behaviors they have heard announced 
and calling attention to their own good deeds. 
They are cognizant of good behaviors and the 
good feeling that comes with them. The cafeteria 
is cleaner! Students are friendlier and more  
helpful! The school and people in it benefit.  
Good deeds are being done and good feelings are 
being felt. 
 
Children are feeling that intrinsic sense of      
satisfaction that makes them want to do good 
things for others. Hats off to students for their 
good deeds, hats off to staff for taking time to 
observe and record positive behaviors, hats off to 
parents for encouraging  good behaviors, and 
hats off to the Character Education committee 
for working to build character! 

KINDERGARTEN CLASSES 
 

This season has to be the most colorful,      
thrilling, happy, and exhausting time of the 
school year! Everyone knows that the students 
are excited and impatient, silly and loud, and 
cute as can be, so there is no use in grumbling 
about it or in trying to fight it...just grab on and 
enjoy the ride! 
 
The kindergarteners continue to work on their 
reading, writing, and math skills, and this is     
integrated into the social studies-based theme, 
“December Holidays Around The World.” The 
lessons are HIDDEN in art projects that require 
counting out candles; in games like the dreidle 
game, or recipes for potato pancakes and hot 
chocolate! They take imaginary trips to Mexico, 
Sweden, Israel, and Africa and learn about the 
global map and our special place in the world. 
 
Teachers know that in order to get the kids to 
pay attention and learn anything in December, 
they have to talk about the things that the      
students are thinking about; things that have to 
do with celebrating. Kindergarteners are        
allowed to be excited and have lots of fun, and 
often don’t even realize they are learning new 
things until all of a sudden they don’t need help 
writing that letter, or word, or even that        
sentence. 
 
The students have been working  hard for many 
months now, and just as the holidays are a time 
of new beginnings and celebrating, everyone 
needs to be celebrating the learning and changes 
that have been happening in kindergarteners. 
 
Congratulations and Happy Holidays!  
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From the Desk of the High School Principal 
�

The end of 2010 is quickly approaching and I hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday season.  
The high school staff are busy with staff development in both of our ELA and Math Departments.  
Our winter sports season is in full swing and the girls modified basketball season will begin January 
3rd.  The Holiday Concert was a great success and musical rehearsals for “The Sound of Music” will 
begin on January 3rd.  It is hard to believe that the school year is going so fast and  look forward to  
future staff development days for our teachers to get additional training on the “Smart Boards” that are 
in each classroom.  The “Smart Boards” have been a welcome addition to our classrooms and your 
children have benefited from this state of the art technology.  We would like to invite you to visit a   
classroom and see the “Smart Boards” in action.  Please call to make arrangements. 
The following activities will be taking place in the upcoming month: 

1/3    Musical Rehearsals Begin 
1/3-1/14   Spanish Club Jewelry Sale 
1/14      Winter Pep Rally 
1/15      All County Jr. Sr. High Chorus Festival  -2 pm concert Cortland HS 
1/22      Freshmen Class Bowl-a-thon 
1/22      Jr. High Basketball Tournament 
1/24-2/5      PTO Fundraiser 
1/25-28     Regents 
1/28      End of Marking Period 
 
 

�����������������

HS Art News 
 A big “thank you” to Mrs. Davis for doing a great job teaching the Art students while 
Mrs. Morey-Wurst was out on maternity leave for the first quarter of the school year. 
 Art Club workshops began in December and will continued to be held the 2nd Friday of 
every month from right after school until 5:00 in the Art Room.   

ELEMENTARY ART 
 

The sixth grade art students participated in the annual Lion’s Club Peace 
Poster Contest. Each student created a poster during art class, and three    

students will be given awards. Kassandra Neff won 1st place, while Carter 
Towsley and Larissa Larson took runners-up. Certificates will be handed out 

during the talent show in the spring. 
Great job to our winners and to all who participated! 
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SPANISH CLUB NEWS 
 
Thank you to all the students and 
parents that contributed with their 
donations and time to the 
“Operation Christmas Child.” The 
Club made 10 Christmas boxes 
that will brighten up the Christmas  
holiday of less fortunate children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year's Music Department Dance 
featured a live performance by the band 
“Tailor Made.”  The band includes Tink 
Bennett and Dan Buerkle, both      
graduates of McGraw High 
School.  Pictured with Tink are current 
students Eryann Hubbard, Kate Peek, 
and Rachel Beverly who entered the air 
guitar contest to win an electric guitar 
donated by the band. 

Character Education Assembly Program 
 

This Assembly will be held at the high school on January 5th with an opportunity 
to discuss the  program on the 6th for grades 5-12 in two separate assemblies. 

The Blue Project is an interactive live concert presented to students at their level. 
The presenter, Jared Campbell, allows young people to open up to practical life 
lessons through the power of music. His songs are said to be uplifting, thought 
provoking and emotionally heartfelt. The following statements have been made 

about this program: “This character ed program will literally ROCK your       
campus!” and “This is the best assembly we’ve ever had at school!” Students will 

not only have the opportunity to see the performance, but will also be given an 
opportunity to talk with the presenter, Jared Campbell, and purchase a CD. 
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Business Education students from the Math & Financial Applications/InVEST course 
participated in the Syracuse I-Day Insurance Trade Show in Syracuse, New York.  
Students  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  and  interview  hundreds  of  insurance            
professionals from across New York State and attend guest speaker discussions;      
including one with economist, humorist, actor, and author, Ben Stein.  Students     
enjoyed a chartered bus ride and were guests at a gourmet luncheon.  Thank you to 
our host, Mr. Robert Baxter, of Dryden Mutual Insurance, in Dryden, New York, for 
a terrific day of learning and meeting area business professionals. 
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Lamont Library News 
The Lamont Library is now offering  copying, faxing, and scanning. Through a grant from the Cortland       
Community Foundation, the library was able to purchase a multifunction copy system for use by the community, 
library patrons, and library staff. Charges for these services will be as follows: 

· Black and white copies— .15 cents per page 

· Color copies—$1.00 per page 

· Faxing sending or receiving—$1.00 per page 

· Scanning to email— free 

· Scanning to print—above charges apply 
With the addition of a Thursday morning Preschool Story time, the library will now be open 10:00 a.m. to noon 
every Thursday. Come join Miss Tammy for fun stories, songs, crafts, and a snack or check out a good book, 
magazine, or movie. 
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Greening Our Cleaning 
This year, members of our environmental club, Students For The Environment sold natural bar soap as 
their main fundraiser for the year.  Students researched the ingredients in several leading brands of bar 
soap and found that many of the common soaps that we use on a daily basis contain chemicals that can 
be harmful to our health and the health of the environment. As an alternative, students decided to hand 
make bar soap using natural ingredients. The main ingredients included beef tallow and coconut oil.    
Artificial fragrances in bar soaps are often one of the most questionable ingredients in bar soap.  Our 
soaps contained essential oils as an alternative to this as well.  Essential oils are natural plant oils,        
extracted directly from plants, many of which have medicinal properties. Making their own product this 
year also greatly reduced the environmental impact of purchasing premade fund-raising products that 
would normally require significant manufacturing and transportation. 

      
Members of the club gathered at the high 
school on November 30 in order to make the 
soap.  The entire process took approximately 
two hours to complete. Students were assisted 
by two teacher volunteers, Colleen Ackler and 
Pam Coombs, and their advisor Nicole Lener.  
One week later, students cut and packaged their 
final products for distribution. Overall, students 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and learned 
a skill that could be used in the future. 

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE MCGRAW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HEALTH OFFICE— 
 
Winter has definitely arrived. Please remind your children to dress appropriately with hats, boots, 
mittens, and even snow pants. Weather permitting, they sometimes go outside for recess. We also 
have several items in the Lost and Found. If you are missing anything, please check out the Lost 
and Found piles in the school lobby and nurse’s office. After the holiday break, whatever is not 
claimed, will be taken to the Salvation Army. 
 
NYSED requires an annual physical exam for new entrants and students in 
Grades K, 2, 4, 7, and 10. We will be offering physicals in January (date will 
be announced) for any students in those grades who have not met that          
requirement for the 2010-11 school year. If you child already had a physical or 
intends on having one by your own physician, we must have a copy of it on 
file. Call the Health Office at 836-3652 or 836-3606 to advise or to request a 
physical.  
 
Thank you and Happy Holidays. 
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Varsity Basketball 
 

This year’s squad is hungry to get 
back on the winning track. The      
basketball program is starting to see 
a turn and is looking for a league 
title. It has been seven years since 
the program was able to capture a 
league title. The program is        
over-due for one—coaches and 
players have been working hard off 

season focusing on basic fundamentals and 
finding team chemistry. Many of the players            
participated in our summer basketball program  
competing against bigger schools. McGraw 
was the only school to have two teams in the 
program. Many of the players have been    
playing together since grade school and have a 
great work ethic. I think it is going to be an   
exciting basketball season. The team looks      
forward to the challenges and the enjoyment of 
playing high school basketball.  
We want to thank  Aftermarket Effects, CNY 
Power Sports and the McGraw Recreation   
Association for sponsoring our summer 
team. We also want to thank our coaches who 
helped over the season Bill Hakes, Bill Rogers, 
Ed Pickert and Matt Martins.    

Junior Varsity Basketball 
 
The J.V. basketball team started off 
the season with a close loss to 
George Jr.  The team played very 
well in the second half to come back 
from a 12 point deficit at half time.  
This year’s roster includes Anthony 
Bean, Marcus Benjamin, Sara 
Dougherty, Eric Hakes, Brad Hill, 
John McDonald, Justin Morgan, Jon 
Morse, Courtney Purcell, Nicole  
Purcell, Collin Pickert, Chris 
Sweeney, Alan Williams and Ryan 
White. The players have been   
working hard throughout the season 
and look to improve at every      
practice. We would like to thank the    
parents and community for their  
support of the basketball t-shirt sale 
and would encourage anyone from 
the community to come and support 
McGraw basketball whenever we 
have a home game. 
 
     

������������

2010 Boys Varsity Soccer  team at 

attention dur ing the National     

Anthem 
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McGraw School District 
Request for Pesticide Application Notification (please print) 

_____________________School Building 
Name:       Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail address: 


