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The annual “Go Home Early” drill will be held on Thursday, November 10, 
2011. Students in grades K-12 will be dismissed 15 minutes prior to their normal 
dismissal time. Parents are encouraged to review the emergency location where 

your child would go in the event of an actual early dismissal situation. 

News and Notes from the 
McGraw Board of Education 

1. Board member changes. Cindy Buerkle was 
elected and Barb Closson was reelected in the 
spring election. Ginny Mott resigned in August. 
The BOE appointed Steve Tobias to fill the      
position. As required by law, he is appointed until 
the next BOE election. Tony Opera was elected as 
President and Barb Closson was elected Vice-
President at the reorganizational meeting. 

2. Go green with real flatware. The Board         
authorized the purchase of flatware for both 
schools. This is environmentally friendly and will 
save having to buy plastic ware yearly. This will 
reduce the amount of trash generated from plastic 
ware. 

3. BOE goals in progress. The current goals are 
listed on the BOE webpage. The BOE will meet in 
November to finish the goals. There will be a     
survey soon that will help us establish goals now 
and long term. 

4. School Board visitation was October 12-21. 
Some school board members were able to see 
learning in action. 

5. New and revised policies.  The BOE has adopted 
the following new policies: Reserve Fund, Pest 
Management and Pesticide Use,                        
Non-discrimination & Harassment, and            
Administration of Medication. The new policies 
will be posted on the website. Policies need three 
readings before they are adopted. 

6. The school budget process will begin, and a 
budget calendar will be adopted soon. We are 
planning on seeking input from constituents. If 
you have suggestions, please email or contact a 
school board member. 

 
 
 
A. The Shared Services Committee met to     

discuss ways the school and village can work 
together and reduce costs for both groups. This 
committee plans to meet with the village     
representatives to share ideas. 

B. The Communications Committee met to   
discuss the district calendar layout and the 
newsletter. A communications meeting is set 
for November to talk about the newsletter and 
going paperless. This will save the district the 
cost of sending BOE packets for every      
meeting. Paperless training for the BOE is 
planned for December. 

C. The Finance Committee has met with       
auditors. They will meet to discuss the audit 
charter and start working on the budget for the 
next school year. 

D. The Health and Safety Committee met and a 
new traffic flow for the elementary school was 
presented to the Board. Reconfiguring the   
traffic is costly and not something we want to 
spend money on at the present time. 

E. CDIP (Comprehensive District Improvement 
Plan) has board members participating. The 
purpose of this committee is to collaborate 
ways to improve our school district. 
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK  
 
 
As the summer season closes and fall is upon us, it is a reminder that there is much to do during this season to get ready for 
spring and summer.  With that thought, let me give you an update on some items before us. 
The building project for the summer of 2012 is underway.  Currently, the bids will be advertised at the end of October,   
contractors will do a walkthrough at the end of November and we hope to present the bids to the board for approval in  
January of 2012.  Following is a broad summary of the prioritized items and the alternates. 
 Elementary School 

· Replace gymnasium floor (safety issue) 
· New barriers for the playground 
· Minor bus loop revisions 
· Replace sinks and countertops in some classrooms 
· Replace boilers with energy efficient ones 
· Some drainage improvements 
· Replace rusted exterior doors 
· Replace ballast fixtures and lighting with more efficient lights 

High School 
· Drainage improvements to ball field 
· Replace rusted exterior doors 
· Redo boys and girls bathrooms 
· Mitigation work in conference room 
· Replace corroded hot and cold water lines 
· Replace ballast fixtures and lighting with more efficient lights 
· Security cameras 
· Plumbing fixture replacements-faucets, flush valves, shut off valves 

 
The budget process will begin soon.  In an endeavor to improve that process, the board is committed to examining what we 
have done in the past and using that information to improve the process for the future.  I have a philosophy that “if you keep 
doing what you have always done, then you will always get what you have always gotten.”  In an endeavor to be fiscally 
responsible to taxpayers, I am also concerned about a quality education for our students.  It is a double-edged sword that 
many administrators are dealing with. 
 
The board and I are also committed to getting information out to the public sooner and to have more input from all        
stakeholders.  Some suggestions given to me are to hold some town meetings, meetings with senior citizens, and meetings 
with faculty, staff and students. There will be information posted on the website with some future dates.  Please watch for 
those dates and if you have any information that you would like to share about the process, please call the district office.  
Lastly, to help inform all about the new tax cap, we will be putting information out on the website and we will include   
presentations to the public. 
 
Lastly, we cannot get the kind of support we need from our legislators without your help.  Equity in state aid for small rural 
schools has been a continual concern and problem and it is getting more difficult with the current economy.  This is an  
election year and your representatives need to hear from you—the parents, grandparents and community members. I       
encourage you to write personal letters and call them.  Your voice is very important. 
Senator James Seward     Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton  
188 State Street Room711B   106 East Court Street  
Legislative Office Building   Ithaca, NY 14850 
Albany, NY 12247    Phone Number 1-607-277-8030 or 
Phone Number 1-518-455-3131   Albany Office 

Email: seward@senate.state.ny.us  LOB 555 
      Albany, NY 12248 1-518-4555444 
 
And on a final note, we just want to remind the community that our spring break has been changed to April 9th through the 
16th with also having April 6th off for Good Friday.  I realize that this change may have impacted some of your vacation 
plans, but the change was due to the State Education Department changing the dates for the 3-8 state assessments in ELA 
and Math.  They are as follows: 

· 3-8 ELA April 17th and 18th 
· 3-8 math April 23rd and 24th 

If you have any concerns or questions, please call the appropriate principals for more information.  A more detailed        
calendar will be posted on the website.      Mary E. Curcio 
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 STUDENTS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT  
 
On September 26th, four students from Students For The          
Environment, McGraw’s Senior High School environmental club, 
spent a few hours cleaning up garbage from Trout Brook in 
McGraw.  The students included Charissa Gulini, Andrew Smith, 
Charlotte Russell, and Marissa Mortis.  This river clean-up was in 
conjunction with the Cortland County River Clean-up, sponsored 
by the Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District, that 
was held on September 24th.  During this time,   students along 
with teachers (Nicole Lener-advisor and Bob Schlicht) collected 
enough garbage to fill several garbage bags.  Some of the items 
included clothing, car parts, roofing materials, plastic tarps/bags, 
toys, etc.  Students learned that it is truly the responsibility of  
everyone in the community to keep their local waterway clean. 

Belinda Pinkerton is the Reading 
teacher at the elementary school. 
She has many years of  experience 
as a Reading and elementary school 
teacher.  Mrs. Pinkerton and her 
family reside in Cincinnatus. 
 

Brian Freeman, the district’s shared business manager, is 
from Rochester, NY where he graduated from Webster High 
School and attended college at St. Bonaventure University 
where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree majoring in History and 
an MBA.  After working in the marketing industry for two 
years, he returned to college at Roberts Wesleyan to pursue a 
Masters in Adolescent   Education.  For the past seven years 
Brian worked as a Teaching Assistant, Special Education 
Teacher, and a Regular Education Teacher. Two years ago he 
began the SBDL program through SUNY Brockport to      
become a Business Manager and  is currently finishing up that 
degree. He and his wife and their 3-month old son are looking 
forward to relocating to this area. 

Heather Nauseef is the LPN at the 
elementary school. She has had many 
years of experience in the field of   
family  practice as an LPN. 
Heather and her family reside in the 
McGraw School District. 

Caitlin Goodwin who is the middle/high school social 
studies teacher. She is a graduate of SUNY Cortland. Mrs. 
Goodwin and her family reside in Cortland. 
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From the Desk of the High School Principal—Mark Dimorier 
 It is hard to believe that five weeks of school have already passed.  We are gearing up for parent            
conferences, 1st quarter report cards and the holiday season. We are very pleased with the start of the year with the 
opening day being dedicated to Character Education for our students in grades 6-12. Beginning the school year on 
this positive note will be a strong reminder to students of the behavior expectation while at school. The first day 
program consisted of various activities that dealt with character education issues that our students face each day. 
The lessons that were taught/learned are life-long lessons that tie into 21st Century learning that is part of the    
Common Core Standards. 
 Our 6th and 7th graders are settling in and the atmosphere does not appear to be too overwhelming for them. 
They are getting used to traveling for each class, finding classrooms and the bell schedule. There have been a few 
minor problems with long lines in the cafeteria, but that has been addressed with extra supervision and students  
becoming use to the procedures at the high school. 
 Our district has been selected to participate in a great program that is offered through the University of 
Rochester during the 2012-2013 school year. Before the program can be implemented, a survey of staff and        
students in grades 9-12 will be conducted to collect data about the current state of our building dynamics and      
programs. Parental notification has gone home for students in grades 9-12 that explains the program in more detail, 
explains the survey and what we can expect from the program itself. The goal of the program is to help students 
become aware of various outlets and types of assistance that are available to them. The following areas will be   
discussed in the survey: stress relief, coping skills, problem solving, suicidal issues and where help can be found. 
Peer counseling as well as adult mentors are stressed in the program. 
 Our technology director has done some research and we are now able to offer students that have e-readers 
use of our wireless network during the school day. If a student is interested in this, they just need to contact John 
Steele through the Main Office and he will get them set up. 
 There has been an increase in parent/teacher contact and this should continue to aid in student success. As 
we continue to focus on academics, we will also see an increase in student achievement. We are looking forward to 
many more great things throughout the school year, both academically and with extracurricular activities. We are 
proud of our students’ accomplishments and enjoy watching them grow into young adults. 
Upcoming Dates: 

11/1-11/12  Environmental Soap Fundraiser 
11/5   Junior Areal All State Concert @ Ithaca High School @ 3 pm 
11/9   Fall Sports Awards 
11/16  Senior Citizen’s Holiday Dinner @ 5:00 
11/17  Parent Teacher Conferences 3:15-7:15 pm 
11/18  Early Dismissal/Parent Teacher Conferences 

 French Club Dance  7-9 pm 
11/23-11/25  Thanksgiving Recess 

 
An Apple for the Special Teacher 

While none of the staff members here in McGraw fall far from the (apple) tree, one very special teacher has been recognized 
with the Apple for the Teacher Award. Rebecca Cornell was praised on a local radio station when a letter was sent telling of 
her hard work and commitment to master the art of teaching. Mrs. Cornell has worked with McGraw students for over 10 years 
providing them the gift of knowledge through the love of reading. 
Many specific praises were “sung”.  Among them were instruction of using and citing informational sources including the 
World Wide Web, enriching school community by organizing book fairs and author visitations, co-advising Student Council, 
serving on the PTO committee, and many others to help drive district work toward its mission and vision. 
Everyone seems to benefit from her work. She is a knowledgeable and accommodating resource for colleagues, compiling  
materials and assisting with technology, often on a moment’s notice.  Students  volunteer to help in the library because they 
enjoy her presence. Mrs. Cornell’s assignment has extended from an elementary librarian to serve the entire district, K – 12. 
She has responded with the enthusiasm and the determination she exhibits as a rule. 
We congratulate Rebecca and are thankful she is one of the special apples among the many who don’t fall far from that 
McGraw apple tree! 
 

�

��������������
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SCIENCE CLASS 
 
The co-taught science class grades 10-12 has been making great strides in getting the hiking trails in top condition 
this fall. Led by Ed Pickert the class has been able to clear the trails of branches, fallen debris, and widened the 
paths. Please take the opportunity to enjoy the improved hiking trails. They also spent a few days getting the 
flower beds weeded and ready for winter. The compost bin is producing some nutrient rich soil. 
 
Our recycling program is in full gear; collecting the waste paper, plastic, and metal cans each Friday. The class 
also collects “dead” batteries which are taken to Wal-Mart for re-use. Unused old cell phones are gathered for use 
by several good causes (battered women shelters 
and for soldiers). All of this has the added benefit 
of reducing waste in the landfill. 
 
If you have any batteries or cell phones at home, 
please have your child bring them in. Thank you. 

 
  
 
 
The high school art students and Art Club members have been busy making ceramic bowls which 
were donated to the Empty Bowls event held October 29th at the Center for Arts in Homer. This event is 
done by the Loaves and Fishes which is a Christian Ministry that provides a place for free meals,         
hospitality, companionship, and advocacy for those in need. They provide free nutritious meals to the 
community Monday through Friday, 5 days a week, 52 weeks a year. All profits from this event go to 
the Loaves and Fishes and will benefit people in need in Cortland County. Dinner and ceramic bowls 
are  included. 
 
 

 

The middle school students will again be participating in the annual International Peace Poster 
contest through the McGraw Lion’s Club.  This year’s theme is “Children Know Peace.”  Each student 
in the 6th and 7th grade will create a poster that illustrates what the theme means to them.  From there the 
posters are to be judged by our Lion’s Club members and sent away to be further judged at a state and 
international level. The top 3 winners will be recognized by the Lions Club. 
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Seniors:  Class of 2012 
     If you have not signed up for an ACT or SAT and plan to apply to a 4-year institution go to 
www.collegeboard.com or www.actstudent.org today and sign up for a test.   
 
     Students are in the process of meeting with Mrs. Walter to discuss after graduation plans. If you are         
interested in meeting with Mrs. Walter with your student please call 836-3610 to make an appointment. 
     Some colleges require college application essays and seniors should be working on these if applicable.    
Seniors also need references for some colleges, these can be obtained from teachers, coaches, school           
counselors, and/or employers. Be sure to give references plenty of notice when the reference letter is needed 
along with a self addressed stamped envelope.  Send a thank you note for their time. 
     Many colleges are encouraging on-line applications. If you need assistance please see Mrs. Walter.  Be 
aware that some college application fees are waived if the on-line method is used. 
     Plan to have college applications mailed by Thanksgiving break. 
     Transcripts must be sent from our high school to the colleges to which you are applying. Inform the      
Guidance Office where to send your high school transcripts. 
     Take advantage of the scholarship book in the Guidance Office which provides information regarding  
scholarships sent to our school as well as local scholarships. A list of websites with scholarship information is 
available in the Guidance Office. 
     Students who qualify will be meeting with the VESID (Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals 
with Disabilities) counselor to discuss opportunities and services. 
 
Seniors and Juniors:   
Financial Aid Night is Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 7 p.m. in the H. S. Cafeteria.  Different types of 
financial aid and scholarships will be presented.  Please plan on attending.        
 
Juniors:  Class of 2011 
The PSAT was given October 12, 2011.  The results will be here in December. 
Juniors should plan to take the ACT/SAT exams in the Spring.  SAT information is available at 
www.collegeboard.com and ACT information is available at www.actstudent.org.  The sites also give practice 
tests, scholarship information, and college search information. 

 
TC-3 On-line dual credit courses  
Juniors and Seniors are eligible to take on-line dual credit courses through a TC-3-McGraw School agreement.  
Courses are offered at a reduced rate of $60.00 per credit hour in the Spring 2012.  Certain conditions apply 
such as having an   advisor/mentor.  For more information visit www.TC3.edu /CollegeNow/ and look at the 
Collegenow@TC3 Online    Catalog. 

Questions? Call 836-3610 
 
 
 
 

�

�



 10 

   ������������������������ 
��!�"�#����  ��������
�

��������	�	�

�����
���	��
�����
����������
����
�� 
	�������
���
������
��
��������
���
���
�������
������
����
	��������
� ���������������	�
�
�������� ��!�����
���	��
��"���	�
	���	�
�����
�� �
	�����	�
	����
	�
"�����		��#��������
��� ��!��
	������	�� ���������� ���"�
�������������
�����	���
	������������
����
��$���
	�������
������ ��
��� ���������
��
�	�	
�����
�
��	�������
����
����
���%�	������	� ����������	���
	�
����������� ����
	�������
���	
�����&����
�	� ����� ���������"�
���	��


�������������������	
��������������������		��
	��� ������'��
���
��	� ��
���	��
�!���
	�����
�������������
���������	�
������'�
		�(���
'�

��)����� �������!�����	
����
�!��������
������� "��"�����
���
���
�����������	�""��������
��
��
�����"������
����
�������������	�
	����
 
 
    ******************************** 
 
              
�

������������������������ 
��!���$#��������������#�� �  �������%�
�
��������	�
���*����
����������+����
����������
��	� 

���	�
	���������
���
�����������������
������
����
��������������
����������������
��	�
	� �����	��
������	��	�
������
��	����
�����
"�
���	���
�� ��!�
������"��

�������������,�����
� �

"�
��	��������	�	�
	���
���-
�����
��
!���
���.
�������/���
����������
�����
��������� ��
���	�����������
��
����
���"�
�	�
����
!������� �������������	�
����
�	��0����/�
!�/
 ���	�
	������"��"
�������"�	��	�
	���"�
�1
� �
�
�                                          



 11 

Lamont Memorial Free Library 
PO Box 559 
5 Main St. 
McGraw, NY 13101 
(607) 836-6767 phone 
(607) 836-8866 fax 
 
 
Dear Friends of the Lamont Library: 
 
2011 is winding down and the staff and trustees of the Lamont Memorial Free Library would like to thank everyone who      
contributed to another successful year of providing the citizens of McGraw and its surrounding areas with quality library       
services. The Library continues to offer loaning of books, books on tape/CD, videos/DVDs, and periodicals. Six computers with 
internet access are available along with wireless, bring your wireless device and access the internet. Also continuing are the  
programs for young families:   

“Preschool Story/Craft Time” Thursday & Friday mornings. 
“Books & Babies” Saturday mornings 
“StarBright StoryNight”  3rd  Thursday of each month in the evening 
“Summer Reading” for preschoolers – adults with storytimes and artistic programs for all ages 

(136) preschoolers – 5th grade children registered in the 2011 program with 2,439 books read 
(6) 6th – 8th graders registered in the 2011 program with 3791 minutes read 
(10) Adults registered in the 2011 program with 90 books read 
Volunteers and programming grants allow us to bring in special guest artists each summer. 

 
The library board of trustees and staff ask that you join us in supporting the many wonderful services the Lamont Library      
provides. The board of trustees and library staff diligently seek grants and special gifts to subsidize the state and local tax    
funding received to run the library.  However, we need your assistance to offset the rising cost of utilities and library materials 
and to help us continue to offer programs and services throughout the year. Once again this year we are asking you to partner 
with us to provide quality library services for Cortland County residents. 
 
Please take a moment to complete the donation form below and return it to the library with your tax deductible check or money 
order.  Contributions of any size are greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
       
     
 
Robert Schlicht, President  Heather Cobb, Director 
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