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 State Assessment   Types of Assessment  Application of Results 

   

 Building Assessment  Types of Assessments  Application of Results 

Test of New York State 
Standards - ELA Grade 6 

Reading Comprehension 
Note-taking skills 

Listening skills 
Writing skills 

Cause/Effect Skills 
Compare/contrast info. 

Recognizing types of literature & genre 
 

Teacher reflection and curriculum development 
AIS identification 

Item Analysis 
Design classroom instruction 

 
 

Types of Classroom Assessment  Application of Results 

Forced Choice Items 
 True/False items    Fill-in the blank    Matching   Multiple Choice  Fact/Opinion identification   
 
Written Expression 
Letters    Journal writing    Reaction paragraphs    Poems    Persuasive essay   Biographical sketch  
Research paper   Descriptive/informational    Compare/contrast essays    Read aloud responses  
DBQ essays    Writing prompts    Quote explanations    Add appendix w/ stand forms for many of the 
above and below 
 
Performance/Portfolios 
Writing portfolio    Interviews    Speeches  Poem recitations    Debates   Book creation/presentation   
Taxonomy     Interviews    Research presentation   Brochures   Posters/advertisements   Skits (role-play) 
 
Teacher Observation 
Whole group discussions (anecdotal notes)    Conferences Individual performance notes 
Rubrics   Checklists Surveys 
 
Student Self-Assessment 
1. Writing checklist     • Reading logs 
2. Speaking checklist     • Performance checklists (for 
3. Peer observation/feedback  assigned topics) 

(peer editing) 

Report Cards/Progress Report 
 

Parent Conference 
 
 

Monitor and adjust curriculum 
 

Student/Teacher Conference 
 

Promotion/Retention determination 
 

Goal Setting - Student and/or teacher 
 

Design classroom instruction 
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English Language Arts 
 Curriculum  
 Grade 6 
 
The English Language Arts essential knowledge and skills that students should achieve are divided into two groups - those that cross all four English 
Language Arts Standards and those that are specific to each standard.  Because the area of English Language Arts is integrated, it is at times, difficult 
to separate the knowledge and skills into clearly defined categories.  However, it is vital that each standard and purpose be addressed to meet the needs 
of the diverse population using this document.  As a result, each area of reading, writing, listening, and speaking will be addressed as it applied across all 
four standards, then as it applies to each individual standard. 
 

READING: Across All Four Standards* 

 ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
$ Identify purpose of reading 
$ Adjust reading rate according to purpose of reading 
$ Use word recognition and context clues to read fluently 
$ Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context clues, a dictionary, or 

a glossary 
$ Identify signal words (finally or in addition) that provide clues to organizational 

formats such as time order 
$ Use knowledge of punctuation to assist in comprehension 
$ Apply corrective strategies to assist in comprehension (such as rereading, 

discussion with teacher, peers, or parents/caregivers) 
$ Read aloud, using inflection and intonation appropriate to text read and audience 
$ Maintain a personal reading list to reflect reading goals and accomplishments 
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READING: Standard 1 - Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.* 
 
Essential Questions:  
1.  What informational text could be used to gather information? 
2.  What techniques are helpful in gathering information from text? 
3.  How do you determine which information is relevant to your needs? 
4.  What are some ways to organize information? 
5.  How can we determine validity or reliability of a source? 
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions  Essential Knowledge 

and Skills 
Classroom Ideas Assessment Ideas 

(evidence of 
understanding) 

 
Informational texts, such 
as: 

Textbooks related 
to all school subjects 
Reference materials 
Primary sources 
Biographies and 
autobiographies 
Non-fiction 
literature 
Essays 
Newspapers and 
magazines 
Age appropriate 
online and electronic 
databases and web 
sites 
Graphs, charts, maps 
and diagrams 
 

Instructions/ directions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is a creditable 
source of information 
and how can you tell? 
 
 
What information can I 
find in an index? Table 
of contents? 
 
How do I search for 
information within a 
text, article, or 
newspaper?  
 
 
 
What are the different 
ways information can 
be present other than 
in written text?  
 
What information do 
tables, graphs, direct 
quotations, diagrams, 
political cartoons, 
editorials, other 
graphics yield? 
 

 Locate and use school 
and public library 
resources, with some 
direction, to acquire 
information 
 
Use table of contents 
and indexes to locate 
information 
  
Preview informational 
texts to assess content 
and organization and 
select texts useful for 
specific tasks. 
  
Use text features such 
as headings, captions, 
and titles, to 
understand and 
interpret informational 
text 
 
Read to collect and 
interpret data, facts, 
and ideas. 
 Recognize 
organizational formats 
to assist in organization 

Play who would you believe more?  If you were told you had an infection?  Your 
mother? A nurse? A doctor?  
 
 
 
Orientation programs 
   Textbooks 
    Classroom sources 
 Media center (Using Card catalog) 
 Content specific tasks such as: 

1. Science labs 
2. Math problem solving 
3. Social Studies media reports/presentations, political cartoons, interviews
4.   DBQ’s 
5. Reading Response Journal 
 

 
Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text  
     1.  Read and response to different genre articles relating to NYState  ELA 
Test. 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=149 
 
 
 
Research projects through content area subjects 

1. Science 
2. Social Studies 
 

 
Rubrics specific to 
individual tasks 
Unit test 
 
 Performance 
summary 
(accumulation of 
points based on 
established 
criteria) 
 
Formal/Informal 
teacher 
observation 
  
Self/peer 
evaluation 
 
 DBQ activities 
( Document-based 
questions) 
 
Evaluation of 
paragraph writing  
 
Blackboard Writing 
projects. 
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Informational texts, such 
as: 

Textbooks related 
to all school subjects 
Reference materials 
Primary sources 
Biographies and 
autobiographies 
Non-fiction 
literature 
Essays 
Newspapers and 
magazines 
Age appropriate 
online and electronic 
databases and web 
sites 
Graphs, charts, maps 
and diagrams 
 

Instructions/ directions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How do I write a 
research paper? 
 
 
 
What information do I 
need in order to draw  
proper conclusions 
 
 
How to we distinguish 
an opinion from a fact?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we use a 
Venn Diagram to help 
us compare and 
contrast information?  

formats such as: tables, 
graphs, direct 
quotations, diagrams, 
political cartoons, 
editorials, other 
graphics  
 
 
 Identify missing 
information and 
irrelevant information 
1.    Identify 

information that 
is implied rather 
than stated 

 
2. Draw conclusions 

and make 
inferences based 
on explicit and 
implied 
information 

 
 
3. Distinguish 

between fact and 
opinion 

 
4. Apply thinking 

skills such as 
define, classify, 
and infer to 
interpret data, 
facts, and ideas 

 
 
 
Compare and contrast 
information about one 
topic from different 
sources. 

Connect informational text to literature 
  Visitation to local library 
    Webquests 
     Blackboard 
 
Research skills site:  http://www.rhlschool.com/research.htm  
 
Have students write sentences that are strictly facts, strictly opinions, contain 
both facts and opinions.  Have them read and share their sentences.  
 
Interactive Venn Diagram  
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/venn/index.html 
 
 
After reading Table book “Bridge to Terabitha” show video:  Compare and contract 
book to movie 
 
Read information to them and have them draw conclusions on what they believe will 
happen and give supporting facts.  Use the following Sources: 

1. AIM Higher review test articles 
2. Scholastic News Magazines 
3. News Papers 
4. Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books 

Research Building Blocks: Examining Electronic 
Sources 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/ 
 
Research Building Blocks: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=147 
 
Research Building Blocks: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=179 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly writing  
prompt evaluations. 
 
Houghton Mifflin 
Reading Theme 
Books exercises 
and skill sheets 

 
Use on Venn 
Diagram 
 
Scholastic 
Magazine Reading 
and Assessments 
 
Written assignment 
comparing and 
contrasting novel to 
movie 
 
Written activities 
found in AIM Higher 
ELA Review Text 
and in Houghton 
Mifflin reading 
Series 
 
Online writing 
projects 
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 Condense, combine, 
or categorize 
information from one or 
more sources 
Recognize how new 
information is related 
to prior knowledge or 
experience 
Make, confirm, or revise 
predictions 
 
Read the steps of 
procedure to accomplish 
a task 
 
 Locate and use a 
variety of websites 
Skim material.... 
 

 
 
Making Predictions With Bridge to Terabithia 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=981
 
Wrapping It Up: 
http://illuminations.nctm.org/LessonDetail.aspx?ID=L603 
 
K_W_L worksheet 
http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp? 
 
Skim, Scan and Scroll: Activity 1 & 2 
http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp? 
 
http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp? 
 

Connections to Text (Resources):  Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text Level F,  Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books, Scholastic Magazine 
Connections to Technology:  Trade Book DVD connected to grade 6.  Blackboard School Sites .Internet http://www.rhlschool.com/research.htm , http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/ 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=149, , http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=147, http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=179, 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=981, http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=179, http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp? 
http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp?  
Key Vocabulary: fact and opinion, genre, theme, main idea, topic, Venn Diagram, fiction, nonfiction, biography, autobiography, compare and contrast, table of contents, index, inferences, informational 
sources, creditable ,abstract, caption, chronological,  context clue, expository writing, expressive writing, editing and proof reading, publishing,  
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Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression:   
 
Essential Questions:  
4.  What distinguishes one genre from another? 
5.   How does an author use literary elements and devices to develop a story? 
6.   How is culture reflected in literature? 
7.    How does an author make a character interesting? 
8.   What makes readers view a story differently? 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions  Essential Knowledge and 

Skills 
Classroom Ideas Assessment 

Ideas (evidence of 
understanding) 

 
Read, view, and interpret 
imaginative texts and 
performances, from a 
variety of genre such as: 
 

1. Short stories 
2.  Novels 
3. Plays 

          4 Folk tales 
          5. Poems 
          6. Films and video 
productions 
          7. Electronic 
books 
          8.  Picture books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is the definition of the 
following literary terms?  

1. fiction? 
2. nonfiction 
3. simile 
4. metaphor 
5. alliteration 
6. onomatopoeia 
7.  alliteration 
8. climax 
9. plot 
10. flashback 
11. narrative (point of 

view.) 
12. folktale 
13. foreshadowing 
14. irony 
15. lyric poem 
16. mood 
17. moral 
18. repetition 
19. rhyme 
20. stereotyping 
21. style 
22. thesis 
23. imagery 
24. biography 
25. autobiography 

  
View, and interpret 
imaginative texts from 
genres/subjects. 
Recognize and define 
the characteristics of 
different genres 
Select imaginative text 
based on personal needs 
and interests and read 
silently for enjoyment 
for extended periods 
 
Read aloud from a 
variety of genres, for 
example, read the lines 
of a play or recite a 
poem 
 
Recognize that the same 
story can be told in 
different genres:, novel, 
poem, or play 
 
Identify author’s 
purpose for writing 
 
Recognize how the 
authors treat similar 
themes 

Teach literary vocabulary terms to students:  
Complete list of definitions found in New York State Aims review text and 
Houghton Miffllin Reading Series at Grade 6.  
 
Glossary of Poetic Terms 
http://www.poeticbyway.com/glossary.html 
 
 
Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text  skills and activities. 
 
Houghton Mifflin Reading Series Literary Skill activities 
Comic Creator Student Interactive 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=223 
 
Genre related book reports 
 
 Reading logs of stories with genre listed. 
Response journals 
Creative writing 
Literature circles – (see appendix Literature Circle Guide) 
Graphic organizers to compare literary elements or themes` 
 
Genre (types) see appendix “Genres at Glance” 
 
Reading Lab Material  and Books 
 
 
Figurative Language Awards Ceremony 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=115 

 
Blackboard 
Literary  
Assessment  
 
Aim Higher, 
New York State 
ELA Review 
Text  
Assessments 
and  Activities 
 
 
Rubrics specific 
to each task 
 
Teacher 
observation 
 
Unit tests 
 
Performance 
Summary 
 
 Reading log 
 
Response 
Journal 
 
Book Report 
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Read, view, and interpret 
imaginative texts and 
performances, from a 
variety of genre such as: 
 

4. Short stories 
5.  Novels 
6. Plays 

          4 Folk tales 
          5. Poems 
          6. Films and video 
productions 
          7. Electronic 
books 
          8.  Picture books 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
How do being able to 
recognize of literary 
devices such as metaphor 
and simile, symbolism, 
flashback and 
foreshadowing, and 
personification aid the 
understanding of written 
text? 

 
Identify the ways in 
which characters change 
and develop throughout 
a story 
 
Compare characters in 
literature to people in 
own lives 
 
Identify and interpret 
literary elements:  
characters, plot, setting, 
theme, and dialogue 
from different genres, 
using evidence from the 
text. 
 
Determine how the use 
and meaning of literary 
devices such as 
metaphor and simile, 
symbolism, flashback 
and foreshadowing, and 
personification convey 
the author’s message or 
intent 
 
Identify social context 
and other 
characteristics of the 
time period in order to 
enhance understanding 
and appreciation of text 
 
Recognize how one text 
may generate multiple 
interpretations 
  
 
 

 
Writing a Flashback and Flash-Forward Story Using 
Movies and Texts as Models 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=94 
 
Poetry Glossary 
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/17105 
 
 
Have students find examples of these in what ever they are reading at the time.  
 
Read AIM New York ELA Review  Story Selection and Assessments 
 
Compare a film, video, or stage version(s) of a literary work with the written 
version 
 
Look for Literary processes being used in different media.   
 
Examining Plot Conflict through a Comparison/Contrast 
Essay 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=802
 
Teaching the Compare and Contrast Essay through 
Modeling 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=275
 
 

 
 Book 
conferences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being able to 
locate different 
literary 
techniques used 
by author in a 
variety of 
genres. 
 
Written project 
comparing and 
contrasting video 
to a novel they 
have read.  
 
Guided reading 
evaluation of 
read material.  
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Connections to Text (Resources):  Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text Level F,  Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books, Scholastic Magazine, Beacons and Banners 
Practice Books,  Books,” Wolf Journal” and “Hawk” 
Connections to Technology: Blackboard Assessment and skills—blackboard.ocmboces.org  pinto,  Bridge to Terabithia video, 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=179 , http://www.poeticbyway.com/glossary.html,  
Key Vocabulary: fiction, nonfiction, simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, alliteration, climax, plot, flashback, turning point,  narrative (first person point of view.), folktale, foreshadowing, irony, 
lyric poem ,mood, moral, repetition, rhyme, stereotyping, style, thesis, imagery, biography, autobiography 
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Topic: Standard 3 - Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.* 
 
Essential Questions:  
1.   What influences a reader’s choice and understanding of text? 
2.   What was the author’s purpose for writing this piece of work? 
3.   How does the perspective of the reader affect their interpretation of the piece of work? 
4.   How does the perspective of writer affect the work? 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions  Essential Knowledge and Skills Classroom Ideas Assessment Ideas 

(evidence of understanding) 
 
Read to analyze and evaluate 
information, ideas, opinions, themes, 
and experiences from the following: 
     1.   Books, fiction and nonfiction 
     2.  Essays including scientific and    
historical persuasive essays/articles 
     3.  Newspapers and magazines 
     4.  Advertisements 
     5.   Electronic resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is the difference between a 
topic of a paragraph and the main 
idea? 
 
How do you determine what a 
topic is and main idea?   
 
What are supporting details and 
why are they important? 
 
What are three different types of 
graphic organizers that can be 
used to improve one’s writing/ 
 
 
 

 Evaluate information, 
ideas, opinions, and 
themes in texts by 
identifying: 

1. The main idea and  
supporting details 

2.  Details that are 
primary and those 
that are less 
important 

3. Precise and vague 
language 

4. Statements of fact, 
opinion, and 
exaggeration 

5. Missing or unclear 
information 

Use established and personal 
criteria to analyze and evaluate 
the quality of ideas and 
information in text 

Media Reports 
Bold print for key idea 
Persuasive language in advertisements 
Editorial and factual text articles to determine 
fact/opinion 
 
Reading Graphic Organizer  
 
Graphic organizers to identify missing information 
on the 5 w’s 
Advertising techniques 
Role play 
Debates 
Social Studies primary sources analysis 
Current events 
(Scholastic News) 
 
(The original documents) 
 
Identify different perspectives (such as social, 
cultural, ethnic, historical) on an issue presented 
in more than one text 
 
WebQuest Activity Persuasive Essay 
http://www.pampetty.com/persuasive.htm 

Complete skill ELA Lab 
sheet on identifying: 
1. Facts 
2. Opinions 
3. Evaluating State 

of opinion for 
evidence 

 
Complete skill ELA Lab 
sheet on identifying: 

1. Topics  
2. Main ideas 
3. Supporting 

details 
 

Written essay for the 
prospective of another 
person.  
  
Formal and informal 
teacher observation 
 
Class/peer evaluation 
 

Connections to Text (Resources): Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text Level F,  Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books, Scholastic Magazine Beacons and Banners 
Practice Books, Books,” Wolf Journal” and “Hawk 
Connections to Technology: Blackboard ELA  activities and assessments: blackboard.ocmboces.org Pinto http://blackboard.ocmboces.org/courses/1/MST-
pinto/content/_245536_1/Copy_of_Teacher_Info_, http://www.pampetty.com/persuasive.htm ,  Reading Graphic Organizer http://www.marcopolosearch.org/MPSearch/url_redirect.asp?  
Key Vocabulary:  Main idea, supporting details, exaggeration, media, persuasive, editorial, graphic organizer, body, topic sentence, concluding sentence,  
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Topic:  READING: Standard 4 - Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction. 
 
Essential Questions:  
1.  How do shared reading experiences benefit the readers? 
2.   What should be considered when communicating with others? 
3.   How does language change in different social situations? 
4.   How does text strengthen our understanding and appreciation of diversity? 
5.   How do the age, gender, social position, and cultural traditions of a writer influence communication? 
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions  Essential Knowledge and Skills Classroom Ideas Assessment Ideas 

(evidence of understanding) 
 
 Read the following to establish, 
maintain, and enhance personal 
relationships: 

- Friendly letters, notes, 
cards 
- Published diaries and 
journals 
- Electronic mail (e-mail) 
- Plays 
- Biographical sketches 
- oral presentations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is paraphrasing? 
 
How does one peer conference 
successfully?  
 
What are productive notes? 
 
What makes a good summary? 
 
What are the elements that go in 
effective oral reading? 
 
What are the elements that go in 
effective oral representation? 

  
Share reading experiences to 
build a relationship with peers or 
adults; for example, read 
together silently or aloud with a 
partner of in small groups 
 
 Consider the age, gender, 
social position, and cultural 
traditions, and perspectives of 
the writer 
 
 Recognize conversational 
tone in friendly communication 
 
 Recognize the types of 
language appropriate to social 
communication; for example, 
jargon/colloquialisms, 
formal/informal, and conventions 
of e-mail 
 

 
Pair students and have each share an event or 
experience.  The partner must they paraphrase 
what was said to the class.  
 
Reading partners, cooperative r groups and guided 
reading groups. 
 
Teach different types of graphic organizers 
 
Projects that allow for oral presentations, note 
taking, and  discussion. 
 
Jigsaw activities 
 
Dialogue study from different texts 
Book conferences and writing conferences 
Ongoing examples of formal/informal language 
Idiom of the Day 
Vocabulary activities 
Pen pals 
Shared journals, WebQuest activity 

 
Houghton Mifflin 
Reading Series have 
students complete 
listening activities. 
 
Aim Higher ELA 
Review have student 
complete listening 
activities. 
 
Rubrics appropriate to 
individual tasks and 
projects. 
 
Teacher observations 
 
Peer evaluation 
 
Successful completion 
of WebQuest Activity 
in Blackboard 
 

Connections to Text (Resources): Beacons and Banners Practice Books, Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text Level F,  Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books, Scholastic 
Magazine, Books,” Wolf Journal” and “Hawk 
Connections to Technology: Blackboard ELA  activities and assessments: blackboard.ocmboces.org Pinto 
Key Vocabulary: peers, formal and informal writing, jargon, colloquial, indent, headings, salutations, zip code, letter greeting 
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Topic:  Students Should be able to construct and edit sentences for understanding. 
 
Essential Questions:  
What criteria does a sentence have to have to be considered good sentence? 
How does punctuation help you better understand what you are reading? 
What are the various forms of punctuation use in writing?  
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions  Essential Knowledge and Skills Classroom Ideas Assessment Ideas 

(evidence of understanding) 
 
Students will be able to proof read 
and edit their work for mechanical 
errors in: 
 
 

1. Sentences structure 
2. Paragraphing 
3. Word agreement and usuage 
4. Punctuation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What are the different types of 
sentences?  
 
 
 
 
 
What is the difference between a 
sentence fragment and a 
complete sentence? 
 
What are and how are _________  
used? 
 
1. Adjectives 
2. Adverbs 
3. Preposition  

 
How do we connect sentences? 
 
 
 
 
What is a run on sentence? 
 
 
 
 

  
Distinguishing the following types 
of sentences: 
1. Declarative 
2. Imperative 
3. Interrogative 
4. Exclamatory  

 
 
Recognizing nouns, subjects, and 
verbs.  
 
 
Being able to use the correct 
adjectives adverbs and 
prepositions in a sentence. 
 
 
Conjunctions are words used to 
combine sentences. 
 
 
 
 
A run on sentence is an error in 
which two separate sentences are 
written as though they are one. 
 
Commas are use for: 

 
Different types of sentences Aim Higher  ELA 
Review page 201 
 
Sentences Aim Higher  ELA Review page 202 -222 
 
Read to them sentences and have them distinguish 
whether it is a fragment or a complete sentence and 
why.  
 
Discuss different types of nouns and verbs. 
http://www.quia.com/cb/8111.html 
http://www.manythings.org/c/hm-verb.cgi 
 
Write adjectives adverbs and preposition on the 
board and select a page to read for a text or novel.  
They are to find all the adjectives, adverbs, and 
prepositions on that page.  Assign a point value.  
  
Relate conjunctions to intersections 
 
Play Grammar Rock Computer CD that teaches all 
of the above in a fun way.   
 
Have students edit a paragraph that contains a 
number of run on sentences. ( It would be a good 
idea to have them try to read it first.)  
 
 

 
Recognizing the 
different types of 
sentences. (should be 
on going in all subject 
area. Test on 
recognition.  
 
Skills from AIM Higher 
ELA Review 
 
Teacher prepared 
worksheets.  
 
Skill on students 
properly taking 
sentences and 
combining them. 
 
 
Being able to edit a 
paper containing run 
on sentences.  
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Punctuation marks are signals that 
give readers information about what 
they are reading. Paying attention to 
these signals will help the reader 
understand more clearly what they 
are reading.  
 

 
 
What are the different ways 
commas are used in a sentence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the function of a dash, 
colon, semicolon, and Points of 
ellipse? 
 
 
How are quotation marks used?  
 

1. Separate two ideas in a 
sentence 

2. Set off a person or thing 
being addressed 

3. Set off words that explains 
or tells about someone or 
something mentioned in a 
sentence. 

4. separating names of three 
or more item in a sentence 

 
Dash is used set off something 
the writer wants to emphasize. 
 
Colon is used to introduce al list 
of words, group of words, an 
explanation, or an example.  
 
Semicolon may be used in place 
of a comma and a connecting 
word such as and or but.  
 
Points of ellipse used to indicate 
an interruption in speech or 
thought.  
 
Quotation marks are use show 
the direction words someone is 
speaking, To indicate a story, 
song, poem, or article. 
 

Teach student the different symbols used in editing.  
Then have them practice editing teacher skill 
sheets.  Discuss and share all corrections.  
 
Pass back one of their weekly prompts and have 
edit it showing symbols for corrections.  (It may be a 
good idea to pair up students to help each.  
 
Complete activities in AIM Higher ELA Test Review 
Text on punctuation. 
 
Complete activities in Beacons practice book  on 
punctuation 
 
Make overheads and have them do corrections 
together. 
 
Place a story that is in need of correction in 
Blackboard and have them use the computer to 
correct it.  
 
Point out the use of punctuation in text material they 
are reading in class.  
 
Make a Quia Game on punctuation  
http://www.quia.com/mc/65832.html 
 
Active Sites 
Inside or Outside? A Mini-Lesson on 
Quotation Marks and More 
 
Character Clash: A Mini-Lesson on 
Paragraphing and Dialogue  
 

Being able to 
successfully edit a 
document they have 
written using editing 
symbols. 
 
Activities found in AIM 
Higher ELA Test 
Review Text on 
punctuation. 
 
 
Activities found in 
Houghton Mifflin 
Beacons and Banners 
Reading on 
punctuation. 
 
 
Pre and post test in 
AIM Higher ELA 
Review Books.  

Connections to Text (Resources): Beacons and Banners Practice Books, Aim Higher, New York State ELA Review Text Level F,  Houghton Mifflin Reading Theme Books, Scholastic 
Magazine,  
Connections to Technology:  Blackboard ELA  activities and assessments: blackboard.ocmboces.org Pinto  http://www.quia.com/mc/65832.html , http://www.quia.com/cb/8111.html 
Verbs: http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/verb/1action.htm , http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/verb/1help.htm ,  
Key Vocabulary: Declarative, Imperative, Interrogative, Exclamatory  Dash, colon, points of ellipse, quotation marks, commas, semicolon, conjunction, fragment, clause,  noun, proper noun, adjectives, 
verbs, subjects, adverbs 
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