The Living Environment Course Syllabus

Mrs. Lener     2021-2022
Course Description:

     This course is designed to enhance one’s knowledge in the area of Biology.   Throughout the year we will be discussing several main concepts dealing with the living environment (the units that will be covered are listed below).  You will also learn laboratory skills in microscope use, animal dissection, deciphering biological keys, and laboratory safety in the thirty hours of lab time required by the state to take the Regents examination. 

What Can Biology Do For Me?

     Biology is a subject in which all people should have at least a basic knowledge of.  When you learn ideas contained within Biology, you learn how to make educated decisions about a variety of important factors in your life.  For example:

· You will learn how the human body is formed and how the human body functions.  With this information you can make important decisions dealing with your own health and wellness.

· In genetics you will learn important information which will allow you to understand the basics of genetic engineering, which will no doubt have an effect on your lives, whether it be in family planning, in early detection of a genetic disease, or even in what types of foods to eat.

· You will learn how the decisions that you make effect the environment and how YOU can make a difference.

Required Texts:

     Bartsch, John; Colvard, Mary.  Brief Review In:  The Living Environment.

          Prentice Hall:  Ohio.  2013.  (needs to be purchased through teacher)

     Levine, Joseph; Miller, Kenneth.  Biology.  Pearson:  New York.  2018.
         (will be provided)

     Schraer, William; Stoltze, Herbert.  Laboratory Manual-Biology:  The Study

          Of Life.  Prentice Hall:  Ohio.  1993.  (will be provided)

Materials Required:

     Three ringed binder (3”)-  to be used for ALL lecture notes, handouts, and 

     homework.

     Pens and pencils- MUST be brought to EACH class.

Units To Be Covered This Year Are:

     I.  Introduction to Biology  II.  The Cell  III.  Genetics  IV.  Evolution

     V,  Classification  VI.  The Human Body  VII.  Ecology  VIII.  Human Impact on the  

      Environment

Grading Policy:

     *  Grading will be based on a point system.  Each assessment (quiz, homework, exam, lab) will be worth a certain number of points and there will be a maximum number of points that can be achieved in one quarter.  Total points earned can be divided by the total possible points and multiplied by 100% to give a percentage.

     *  Final grade will consist of the following : 50% exams, projects, and quizzes; 50% homework, class work, labs, and participation/attendance.

     *  Exams and quizzes will vary in form but will consist mainly of multiple choice, short answer, and fill-in-the-blank.  All questions will come from lecture material and lab material.

     *  Students will not be allowed to take an exam or quiz over for a regrade.

     *  If a student misses and exam or quiz a time will be scheduled ONCE for a make-up.  Quizzes must be made up on the day the student returns.  Exams must be made up within one week from the day the exam was given.  Failure to comply with the above information will result in a zero for that exam or quiz.

     *  Homework is due on the day it is due at the beginning of class.  If a student is absent on the day homework is due it can be turned in up to ONE day after the student returns.

     *  In addition to unit exams there will be notebook exams periodically to ensure everyone’s notebook is in proper order.

     *  Students will be notified on a per lab basis when a lab is due.  If a student misses a lab they have one week for which to make up the lab.  The grade on a late lab will be determined by the teacher.  ** Late labs may count as a zero.  A lab turned in after the quarter in which it was completed will be given no lab credit.  Students must have 30 passing labs in their lab folder to take the Regents exam.  This is required by the state.

     *  Lab work will usually be done with a partner(s) but the lab that you turn in should NEVER be exactly the same as someone else, this is called cheating and will be dealt with accordingly.

     *  Extra credit can be earned by all students for completing specially assigned projects.  These projects will be assigned a point value which can be added to assignments designated by the teacher.  Opportunities for extra credit will NOT be given on an individual basis.  It will be offered to the whole class periodically throughout the year.
     *  If there is a question or problem with a grade see me immediately.

     *  When absent, it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to find out what he/she missed, including exams, labs, and quizzes.

Behavioral Expectations:
     *  Students will arrive on time.  If you are late you must have a pass.  Being late without a pass three times will result in after school detention.

     *  During a lecture it is very important for students to raise their hands with any questions.  It is also very disrespectful for students to have private conversations during lectures.

     *  Disrespect towards myself or any other students, in any form, will not be tolerated.

     *  There is to be NO eating or drinking in the classroom, this includes candy.

Extra Help:  Parent/Teacher Conferences:
     Extra help or parent/teacher conferences can be scheduled by contacting the teacher.

